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Never before in birding history has a trip been offered as unique and exotic as this Rallid Quest 

through Southern Africa. 

  

This exhilarating birding adventure targets every possible rallid and flufftail in the Southern African 

region! Included in this spectacular list of Crakes, Rails, Quails and Flufftails are near-mythical 

species such as Striped Crake, White-winged, Streaky-breasted, Chestnut-headed and Striped 

Flufftails and Blue Quail, along with a supporting cast of Buff-spotted and Red-chested Flufftails, 

African, Baillon’s, Spotted and Corn Crakes, African Rail, Allen’s Gallinule, Lesser Moorhen and 

Black-rumped Buttonquail. 

 

As if these once-in-a-lifetime target rallids and rail-like species aren’t enough, we’ll also be on the 

lookout for a number of the region’s endemics and specialties, especially those species restricted to 

the miombo woodland, mushitu forest and dambos of Zimbabwe and Zambia such as Chaplin’s and 

Anchieta’s Barbet, Black-cheeked Lovebird, Bar-winged Weaver, Bocage’s Akalat, Ross’s Turaco 

and Locust Finch to mention just a few. 

 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

ZIMBABWE & ZAMBIA EXTENSION 

Day 1 Arrival in Harare 

Days 2 & 3 Harare area (wetlands and surrounds) 

Day 4 Harare to Lusaka and drive to Mutinondo 

Days 5 & 6 Mutinondo Wilderness 

Day 7 Mutinondo to Lusaka 

Day 8 Lusaka and departure or drive to Choma ( Zambia Endemics Extension) 
 

ZAMBIA ENDEMICS EXTENSION 

Day 1 Lusaka to Choma 

Day 2 Choma to Livingstone 

Day 3 Livingstone to Mulobezi area and return 

Day 4 Livingstone and departure 
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TOUR ROUTE MAP… 
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Zimbabwe & Zambia Extension 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Harare.  After 

arriving in Harare, Zimbabwe’s 

capital city, we’ll drive the short 

distance to our accommodation near 

the edge of one of the most famous 

marshes in the entire sub-region, the 

legendary Monavale Vlei 

“Wetland”. Monavale is one of 

several famous seasonal marshes in 

the greater Harare area and holds the 

title, along with its near-neighbour 

Marlborough Wetland for being one 

of the only regular and reliable sites 

on Earth to see such seldom-seen 

and little-known rarities as Striped 

Crake and Streaky-breasted Flufftail. These two absolute megas will be our main targets over the 

course of the next two days but while looking for them we’ll be certain to encounter a range of other 

fabulous wetland species. 

 

Days 2 & 3: Harare area (wetlands and surrounds).  Over the course of the next two full days we 

will explore the flooded grasslands of Monavale and Marlborough Wetlands and any other potentially 

productive temporarily-flooded marshes and grasslands in the area in search of Striped Crake, 

Streaky-breasted Flufftail and a number of other wetland specialties. Our timing should be perfect to 

co-inside with the summer rains that will usually have inundated the Harare Wetlands thereby 

creating a haven for migratory Crakes, Rails, Flufftails, Quails and other seasonally flooded grassland 

species that make the most of these short-lived conditions to quickly breed and fatten up before 

returning back to their wintering grounds in central and east Africa.  

 

While searching intently for the above-mentioned two main targets we’ll also keep a lookout for and 

stand an excellent chance of finding a number of other desirable and rarely seen species such as 

African and Corn Crakes, Red-chested Flufftail, Black Coucal, Rosy-throated Longclaw, the nomadic 

Cuckoo-finch and the elusive African Grass Owl. If we are fortunate and conditions are perfect there 

is even a chance at the rare, tiny and 

unpredictable Blue Quail, as well as 

Black-rumped Buttonquail, Spotted 

Crake and Locust Finch. Other more 

widespread but nonetheless note-

worthy species that might also be 

around include Lesser Moorhen, 

Allen’s Gallinule, African and Western 

Marsh Harriers, Marsh Owl, Greater 

Painted-snipe, African Snipe, Pale-

crowned, Wing-snapping and Croaking 

Cisticolas, Orange-breasted (Zebra) 

Waxbill, Quailfinch, Yellow-mantled 

Widowbird and Grey-rumped Swallow.  

 

Locust Finch by David Shackelford 

Black Coucal by Adam Riley 
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If we do very well with our wetland 

targets or we become tired of tramping 

through the flooded grasslands and 

carefully positioning speakers to tease 

out skulking crakes and flufftails into 

view, we’ll venture into some nearby 

miombo (Brachystegia) woodland 

where we can enjoy a completely 

different suite of birds with possible 

highlights including African Spotted 

Creeper, Western Violet-backed and 

Copper Sunbirds, Southern Hyliota, the 

spectacular Pennant-winged Nightjar, 

Whyte’s Barbet, Green-backed 

Honeybird, Miombo Tit, Eastern 

Miombo Sunbird, White-bellied 

Cuckooshrike, African Golden Oriole and perhaps even the rare but regular Collared Flycatcher.  

 

Day 4: Harare fly to Lusaka and drive to Mutinondo.  After what should have been an excellent 

and thrilling two days of birding around Harare’s wetland, grassland and broad-leaved, deciduous 

woodland habitats we’ll leave Zimbabwe and fly directly to Lusaka, Zambia’s capital city that lies 

just a little bit further to the north. We can expect to arrive in the late morning and upon arrival we 

shall begin the drive up north towards the prolific Mutinondo Wilderness, a privately protected 

reserve in the heart of Zambia’s miombo-dominated north-central region and our wonderful base for 

the next three nights.  

 

Days 5 & 6: Mutinondo Wilderness.  The spectacular private reserve of Mutinondo, perched above 

the Muchinga Escarpment, is set in verdant woodland punctuated by monstrous whaleback granite 

domes. Our beautiful private camp is perched atop one of these lovely inselbergs affording breath-

taking views of the surrounding, pristine area. This reserve is covered with dambos (the local term 

for a seasonally inundated marsh or temporary wetland) and extensive miombo (Brachystegia) 

woodland.  

 

We have two full days to explore this superb area, while concentrating our efforts on the many 

seasonally flooded wetlands (dambos) that dominate the natural clearings between the swathes of 

beautiful, intact woodland. In these “dambos” our main quarry will be the extremely secretive, rare 

and little known Chestnut-headed (Long-

toed) Flufftail, one of the rarest and toughest 

of all nine of the world’s Flufftails. This 

species is notoriously difficult to pin down 

and we are likely to have to put in a lot of 

effort and be quite lucky to obtain a sighting 

of this mega-rarity. A host of other specials 

are also possible while searching for the 

Flufftail and we have decent chances of 

finding sought-after species such as Blue 

Quail, Red-chested Flufftail, Fan-tailed 

Grassbird, Stout Cisticola, Marsh 

Widowbird, Fawn-breasted Waxbill and the 

tricky Locust Finch. A good deal of walking, 

effort and perseverance will be required to Bar-winged Weaver by David Hoddinott 

Souza’s Shrike by Daniel Keith Danckwerts 
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get views of these marsh species. 

However, if the conditions are good then 

so are our chances of success!  

 

Depending on our success with Chestnut-

headed Flufftail and the other desirable 

wetland species and how we’re feeling 

we can either continue marching the 

grasslands and wetland-edges in search of 

skulkers or if we’ve had enough of that 

kind of birding and prefer to venture into 

the miombo woodland or mushitu 

(gallery/riverine forest) patches in search 

of a completely different suite of birds 

then we can easily change course and do 

that instead.  

 

In the miombo woodland we’ll be looking 

out for the very localized and scarce Bar-winged Weaver, as well as Anchieta’s Barbet, Green-backed 

Woodpecker, the exquisite Anchieta’s, Western Violet-backed and Western Miombo Sunbirds, Pale-

billed Hornbill, Green-backed Honeybird, Long-tailed Cisticola, scarce Souza's Shrike, Wood and 

Bushveld Pipits, Green-capped Eremomela, Cabanis's Bunting, Reichard’s Seedeater and Orange-

winged Pytilia.  

 

The rock-loving Striped Pipit is often found around the lodge buildings greeting the dawn with its’ 

beautiful call. In the strips of riverine forest (mushitu) we’ll search for the rare Thick-billed Cuckoo, 

Black-backed Barbet, the secretive Bocage’s Akalat, Grey-olive and Cabanis’s Greenbuls, Yellow-

throated Leaflove, Laura’s Woodland Warbler, White-tailed Crested Flycatcher and Ross’s Turaco.  

 

Day 7: Mutinondo to Lusaka.  After some final birding early this morning around the lodge grounds 

we’ll depart this wonderful area and make our way back south towards Lusaka, stopping along the 

way if we have time at a well-known miombo woodland site known as Forest Inn. The tall, closed 

canopy woodland (which is characterised by trees belonging to the Brachystegia genus) here is an 

excellent place to see the extremely localized and habitat-specific Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Weaver 

and Böhm’s Flycatcher. Both Yellow-bellied and Southern Hyliotas also occur making this a great 

location to compare these similar species side 

by side. A number of other notable and 

sought-after species that can be seen here 

include the enigmatic African Spotted 

Creeper, Rufous-bellied Tit, Red-capped 

Crombec, Miombo Scrub Robin, the 

beautiful Black-necked Eremomela and 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler with its telephone-

ringing song. We can expect to arrive at our 

accommodations on the outskirts of Lusaka 

in the late afternoon for our final night of this 

Zimbabwe and Zambia Extension to our 

Rallid Quest birding adventure. 

 

Day 8: Lusaka and departure or drive 

to Choma if continuing on the Zambia Pale-billed Hornbill by Lars Petersson 

Anchieta’s Barbet by Markus Lilje 
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Endemics Extension.   This morning those participants departing the tour will transfer to Lusaka 

International Airport to connect with their international flights home, while those continuing on the 

Zambia Endemics Extension will embark on the south-westerly drive towards the town of Choma.  
 

Zambia Endemics Extension 
 

 
Chaplin’s Barbet by David Hoddinott 

 

Day 1: Lusaka to Choma.  This morning we depart the bustling city of Lusaka for the town of Choma 

situated just north of the Zimbabwe border in south-western Zambia. The dambos in this area are 

home to Striped Crake in wet summers and if we haven’t yet encountered this rarity we will definitely 

spend some time searching for this ultra-elusive species in suitable habitat this afternoon. These 

wetlands and the surrounding grasslands also harbour exciting species such as Fülleborn’s Longclaw 

and Sooty Chat, as well as Rufous-naped and Flappet Larks, Red-breasted Swallow, Yellow-mantled 

Widowbird and Croaking Cisticola. 

 

The Choma region is famous in birding circles for two prime reasons, firstly because it is the most 

accessible place to search for the exceptionally localized Chaplin’s Barbet, a Zambian endemic and 

secondly for once being the holder of the world record for the most species recorded in a 24-hour 

period within a 50km radius! Having said this, there is obviously superb birding to be had here and 

the reason for the huge bird-list is directly linked to the extremely varied habitats located in and 

around this bird-rich area.  

 

Tonight, we have an option to embark on a night excursion to search for the remarkable Pennant-

winged Nightjar, as well African Scops Owl and if we are fortunate the rare and seldom-seen Bronze-

winged (Violet-tipped) Courser. 
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Day 2: Choma to Livingstone.  We will 

have the entire morning and early 

afternoon to explore the range of habitats 

in the Choma area and search for the 

various specialties on offer in this bird-

rich part of Zambia.  

 

This morning we will be out early in 

order to make the most of our time in this 

exciting area. Top of the list will be 

finding the endemic Chaplin’s Barbet, 

one of only two endemic bird species to 

Zambia. Chaplin’s Barbet favours a 

unique habitat of fairly open grassland 

and low bush, interspersed with large fig 

trees. A number of other interesting 

habitats harbouring a bounty of great 

birds can be accessed fairly close to our accommodation and these include thickets and riverine 

vegetation, large stands of miombo woodland and permanent and temporary wetlands.  

 

In the riparian thickets and woodland we might encounter the stunning Red-throated Twinspot, 

Narina Trogon, Diederik Cuckoo, Senegal Coucal, Trumpeter Hornbill, Bearded Scrub Robin, 

Jameson’s and Brown Firefinches and Green-winged Pytilia, while the miombo woodlands could 

yield a number of species we might have already seen at Mutinondo such as Red-capped Crombec, 

Orange-winged Pytilia and Cabanis’s Bunting but we may also find a number of new and exciting 

miombo specialties like Black-eared Seedeater, the rare and elusive Miombo Pied Barbet, outrageous 

Racket-tailed Roller, Bennett's Woodpecker, Southern Hyliota, Grey Penduline Tit, White-winged 

Black and Miombo Tits, Arnott’s Chat, Miombo Blue-eared Starling and the extravagant Broad-tailed 

Paradise Whydah.  

 

In the wetland areas we might find Saddle-billed Stork, 

Glossy Ibis, Little Bittern, White-backed, Knob-billed 

and African Black Ducks, African Pygmy Goose, 

Collared Pratincole, Lesser Moorhen, African Wattled 

Lapwing, African Snipe and Malachite Kingfisher. If we 

are very fortunate we may even find the scarce Lesser 

Jacana and we’ll also have repeat chances of Striped 

Crake in this kind of habitat.  

 

We’ll depart the Choma area in the early afternoon for the 

town of Livingstone, the gateway to the Zambian side of 

the mighty Victoria Falls, situated on the border with 

Zimbabwe and a stone’s throw-away from Namibia and 

Botswana. The area offers excellent birding with a range 

of habitats and potential that we will hopefully be able to 

enjoy tomorrow afternoon.  

 

Day 3: Livingstone to Mulobezi area and return.  This 

morning we will head out early to the Mulobezi area to 

the north of Livingstone in search of a very special bird 

Racket-tailed Roller by Rainer Summers 

African Spotted Creeper by Markus Lilje 
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indeed. The species in mention is the 

extremely localized and gorgeous little 

Black-cheeked Lovebird, an endemic to 

Zambia, which is almost exclusively 

associated with large stands of tall mopane 

woodland. Here we are also likely to 

encounter regional endemics such as the 

spectacular Meves’s Starling, White-

browed Sparrow-Weaver and Southern 

Red-billed Hornbill, while other 

noteworthy species include Arnott’s Chat 

and the handsome Three-banded Courser if 

we are fortunate.  

 

Hopefully we strike lucky with Black-

cheeked Lovebird and the other specialties 

early on in the morning so that we will have time this afternoon we explore the impressive Victoria 

Falls and also enjoy some birding around the outskirts of Livingstone.  

 

The Victoria Falls have rightly been considered one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World, and 

we will spend some time appreciating the immense spectacle of the Zambezi River plunging 300ft 

into the gorge below. The spray from the falls has created a verdant rainforest and we will 

undoubtedly find some interesting birds here including Natal Spurfowl, Trumpeter Hornbill, 

Schalow’s Turaco, the attractive African Emerald Cuckoo, Tropical Boubou, Bearded Scrub Robin 

and Red-winged Starling. We will also visit a site further upstream of the falls where we will search 

for Half-collared Kingfisher, Red-faced Cisticola and Collared Palm Thrush. Above the falls we will 

scan rocky areas and sandbanks for Rock Pratincole, White-crowned Lapwing, lazing Nile Crocodile 

and pods of noisy Hippopotamus.  

 

Day 4: Livingstone and departure.  This 

morning we have time for some final birding 

at the local waste treatment ponds at the edge 

of town where a variety of water-birds are 

regularly on show. The marshy areas are 

often a good place to locate African Rail, 

Black Crake, Common Moorhen and Glossy 

Ibis and with some luck we might also pick 

up a Lesser Jacana, Lesser Moorhen or 

Long-toed Lapwing if conditions are 

favourable.  

 

Livingstone is also one of the mecca’s for 

purchasing traditional African art and crafts 

and we will have time to browse through the 

markets, which offer a wide range of 

carvings and basket ware before making our 

way to the airport to connect with our flights home. 

 

 

 

 

Black-cheeked Lovebird by David Hoddinott 

Bearded Scrub Robin by Keith Valentine 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 8 for those on the Zimbabwe and Zambia 

Extension and from lunch on day 1 and breakfast on day 4 for those on the Zambia Endemics 

Extension; 

• Bottled water during the Zimbabwe and Zambia legs of the tour; 

• Tea and coffee at breakfast; 

• All lodgings; 

• Ground transportation; 

• Reserve entrance fees; 

• Extra activities as mentioned in the itinerary; and  

• All guiding services  

• Tips for local guides, drivers, restaurant and hotel staff and porters. 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

• Visa fees; 

• ANY flights (see above); 

• Any drinks; 

• Tea and coffee at any other time except at breakfast; 

• Special gratuities; and 

• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you 

choose to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to 

ensure that a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single 

supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will 

attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. 

However, this does not include your Rockjumper leader. If, therefore, you feel that he has given you 

excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip him.  
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Special Notes: 

• The tour has been scheduled to fall during the primary inundation of dambos (wetland). If 

rains are late, or indeed absent – then many or all rallid may be absent.   

• Much of our time is spent in vehicles, as we do have to cover long distances in order to get to 

the best areas for birds and animals. The more luggage you pack the less room there is in the 

vehicle, so it is important for the comfort of yourself and your fellow travellers that you do 

not over-pack. Kindly stick to 20kg (44lb) for check in luggage and 8kg (+-18lb) for hand 

luggage. 

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The Zimbabwe and Zambia Extension will commence at 

Robert Gabriel Mugabe (Harare) International Airport, Harare at around 14:00 on day 1, and conclude 

after breakfast at our accommodation in Lusaka on day 8. The Zambia Endemics Extension will 

commence after breakfast at our accommodation in Lusaka and will conclude at Livingstone 

International Airport around midday on day 4. 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Robert Gabriel Mugabe (Harare) International Airport, Harare, Zimbabwe (IATA: HRE) is the main 

port of entry and exit for international flights in Zimbabwe. Kenneth Kaunda International Airport, 

Lusaka, Zambia (IATA: LUN) is the main port of entry and exit for international flights in Zambia. 

Please DO NOT book any flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for 

confirmation on the status of the tour. 


